





"...C- Lebanon is a
parliamentary democratic republic based on respect for public liberties,
especially the freedom of opinion and belief, and respect for social justice
and equality of rights and duties among all citizens without discrimination.’

Individual liberty is guaranteed and protected by law.

No one may be arrested, imprisoned, or kept in custody except according
to the provisions of the law. No offense may be established or penalty
imposed except by law.

The freedom to express one's opinion orally or in writing, the freedom of the
press, the freedom of assembly, and the freedom of association shall be
guaranteed within the limits established by law.
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Article (385) of the Lebanese Penal Code has defined slander as “ascribing
to a person, even in doubt, something offensive to his honor or dignity”.
Accordingly, the slander means ascribing a defined act that would
undermine the dignity, moral reputation and honor of others.

Article (385) has defined libel as “any word, disrespect or insult and any

expression or drawing indicating an offense shall be considered libel in the
event it does not involve the ascription of a certain act”.

Based on the above, libel means the assault on the dignity, fame or respect
of others, without the presence of a defined act.
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- Slander shall be punishable by up to three months imprisonment and a
fine amounting to LBP 200 thousand or by any of these sanctions.

- Libel shall be punishable by up to three months imprisonment and a fine
ranging between LBP 50 thousand and LBP four hundred.

In addition, slander and libel committed against the public authority shall
be criminalised as follows:

- Two months to two years imprisonment if committed against the
President of the State;

- Up to one year imprisonment if committed against the courts, regulatory
bodies, army, public departments or public employee or authority within
the frame of the duties thereof;

- Up to three months imprisonment or a fine ranging between LBP 20
thousand and LBP 200 thousand if committed against any employee within
the frame of his job.

- One month to one year imprisonment if committed against the President
of the State;

- Up to six months imprisonment if committed against the courts, regulatory
bodies, army, public departments or public employee or authority within
the frame of the duties thereof;

- Afine ranging between LBP 20 thousand and LBP 100 thousand or short-
term preventive detention if committed against any employee within the
frame of his job.
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- Acts and movements if made in a public place or a place open to the
public or in the public eye.

- Speech or screaming whether directly or through one of the electronic
means in such a way to be heard by others.

- Writing, drawings, hand paintings, photographs, films, emblems and
images of any type whatsoever, if displayed in a public place or a place
open to the public or in the public eye or if sold, offered for sale or
distributed to one person or more.

The Lebanese jurisprudences has deemed that Internet shall be
necessarily considered as one of the means of publication given the quick
and easy access thereto and because it is a mean available to all, and
most importantly due to the fulfillment of the overt condition by this network.
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Slander and libel crimes may be committed online (according to the
Lebanese Courts).

In this case, they shall be considered as IT crimes which can be
investigated by the Cybercrime and Intellectual Property Rights Bureau.
Today, Internet is one of the means of publication through which slander
and libel crimes may be committed.

This means that you can be held accountable for each and every word
you publish and write on social media or on the Internet in general,
should said word constitute a slander or libel according to

the Lebanese Law.
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Slander, and libel may be
committed in presence,

in writing, in absentia

or through publications.
All these forms may be
committed online, through
electronic, audio or video
correspondences.

So that means you are
responsible for what you
write on:

Facebook / @guuuall

[A status or a share or even a comment]

Twitter / piqi

[Tweets or a comment]

Or /A
He gl

Blogs /culigao

[A share or even a comment]

News Websites / duigialNl Ajlyall

[A status or a share or even a comment.]



A judicial complaint filed by a harmed Plaintiff.

The Public Prosecution shall refer the complaint to the Bureau or any
other Judicial Police

The Bureau takes the necessary actions and calls the Defendant
(Investigation)

After investigations, the file shall be referred to the Public Prosecution to
take a decision on whether to follow-up the case or reject it.

The Bureau does not take any actions unless a complaint is filed
directly by the aggrieved people. And excepted where the crime
is committed against the President of the State in which case
public interest litigation is introduced without a complaint by the
aggrieved person.
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If you receive a call from the Cybercrimes Bureau, ask for:

- The name and rank of the officer.

-A legal notice from the Bureau, not an invitation over the phone.
-Immediately contact the MARCH hotline 03 09 08 70 to inform them about
the notification (for Free)

-If you are and journalist and have a journalist card, journalist card, you
are not obligated to go to the investigation*

*The Publications Act shall apply to journalists working in e-news websites
and others.
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. Knowing the charge and evidence

. Contacting Family members and Friends

. Meeting a Lawyer

. Assistance by interpreter for non-Arabic speaker
. Right to remain silent

. Defend yourself without the use of force

. Medical examination

. Be informed of your rights

. Detention only by order of prosecutor

for a duration of 48 hourextended once (total of
96 hour) (Aricle 32, 47 and41Criminal
ProcedureCode)
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B Update Status | Add Photos/Video [] Creato Photo Album

You are responsible for what you write
or share on the internet!




1. Can | Ask to know the reason of their call
and interrogation?

Yes of course, they probably won't tell you on the phone, so we advise you to
go to the investigation either way.
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2. Can | be represented by a lawyer?

You have the right to call and to go with a lawyer.

But during the investigation he cannot attend with you (but he can wait for
you outside the room of investigation in case you needed any help),

Unless the General Prosecutor is personnally leading the interrogation.
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You should not apologize for anything that you have done and only answer
the questions they ask you.
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You have to sign the pledge, but it does not have any legal effect. You can
change certain parts of it as other bloggers have done in the past, in a way
that you don’t admit that you have committed any crime.
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The Bureau cannot detain you for more than 48 hours at a time.

After 48 hours, they can extend for another 48 hours but after that they
should let you go (in total gg hours). After they let you go, your file will be
send to the prosecutor.
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Lebanon's Cybercrime and Intellectual Property Bureau was established in
2006 to deal with any developments in the field of telecommunications and
the internet. It manages cybercrime, such as child pornography, electronic
banking theft and credit card fraud. In addition it deals with sexual
harassment and blackmail over the internet as well as monitoring terrorist
organisations such as the Islamic State, which are trying to recruit soldiers
over the internet.
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WHAT IS FREEDOM OF
EXPRESSION? WITHOUT
THE FREEDOM TO OFFEND, IT

CEASES TO EXIST.
SALMAN RUSHDIE
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MARCH’s mission is to educate, motivate, and empower citizens to
recognize and fight for their basic civil rights, raise a tolerant open
Lebanese society in order to foster diversity and equality and reach a
genuine reconciliation among the various communities.

Committed to civic responsibility and creative thinking, MARCH seeks to
foster in the Lebanese society a more participatory and
collaborative community.

In its current strategy and projects, March is currently focusing on
fighting for the right to freedom of expression (and fighting censorship),
women'’s rights, and diversity and conflict resolution activities.
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- Raise awareness among the Lebanese society about the importance of
the right of free expression.

- Militate to translate this right to free expression into laws that
will respect it.

- Raise a tolerant open society and work on a genuine reconciliation
among the various communities in Lebanon through creative campaigning,
awareness-raising initiatives and focused projects involving dialogue
sessions, debate sessions, workshops, and mediation sessions in tense
environments.

- Raise a liberal society that respects the law through civic education and
civic awareness.

-Inform the public about any censorship case related to art and culture in
order to hold the government accountable for its actions and decisions.

- Fight censorship in all its form on all kind of artistic and cultural works,
including lobbying for a new law

-Raise awareness on the issues and discrimination facing women in
Lebanon, such as domestic violence

-Advocate laws that will ensure women’s rights are protected.
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“THE ONLY VALID
CENSORSHIP OF IDEAS IS
THE RIGHT OF PEOPLE NOT

TO LISTEN’
TOMMY SMOTHERS



CENSORSHIP IS ADVERTISING

PAID BY THE GOVERNMENT.
FEDERICO FELLINI



CENSORSHIP IS THE CHILD
OF FEAR AND THE FATHER OF

TIGNORANCE.
LAURTE HALSE ANDERSON



GET UP, STAND
UP, STAND
UP FOR YOUR
RiGHTS. GET
UP, STAND UP,
DON’T GiVE UP
THE FiGHT.
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marchlebanon.org

facebook.com/marchlebanon




